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 1 Shine! Matthew 5  
  Jesus blesses everyone who lives to honor God.  

 2 God’s Kingdom Matthew 6    
  Jesus rewards people who do the right things for the right reasons. 

 3 One with Authority Matthew 7   
  Jesus teaches people the best way to live.  

 4 Go in Peace Luke 7 
  Jesus challenges everyone to respond to Him.

 5 For or Against? Matthew 11:20-30, 12:15-50   
 Jesus welcomes people into His family and confronts those who oppose Him.

 6 Parables Matthew 13   
  Jesus discloses secrets about the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 7 Faith Rules! Luke 8:22—9:9  
  Jesus inspires faith that conquers every fear.  

 8 Inside Out Matthew 15 
  Jesus shows that right attitudes lead to right actions. 

 9 The Christ Matthew 16 
  Jesus reveals His true identity and plan.  

 10 Listen to Him! Matthew 17 
  Jesus displays His greatness and knowledge to His disciples.    

 11 Who Is Greatest?                                             Matthew 18
  Jesus measures greatness by a person’s humility, caring, and forgiveness.

 12 The Messiah John 7
  Jesus invites people to believe in Him and to receive living water   
  (the Holy Spirit).

 13 Review 
  Review the quarter’s key skills and events by playing “Mountain Expedition.”

Develop Biblical Knowledge
•	God	blesses	those	who	honor	Him

•		God’s	way	and	the	world’s	way	go	in	
different	directions

•	 	Living	 for	 God’s	 Kingdom	 means	
choosing	God’s	way

•	 	Jesus	is	the	Messiah,	the	Son	of	the	
living	God

Display Christlike Character
•	 	Determined	to	honor	God	in	every-

thing	they	do

•	Confident	 they	 can	 trust	 God	 to	
meet	all	their	needs

•	 	Happy	 that	 God	 can	 and	 will	

forgive	all	their	sins

•	 	Eager	to	accept	Jesus	as	their	King	
and	to	live	for	Him

Demonstrate Faithful Conduct
•	 	Decide	to	seek	God’s	Kingdom	first,	

following	Jesus	wherever	He	leads

•	Treat	others	the	way	they	themselves	
want	to	be	treated

•	 	Share	God’s	Word	with	friends	and	
family

•	Build	 twelve	 Christlike	 character	
traits	into	their	lives

Disciple Targets
                  This quarter, your
        children will...
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Anatomy of a Disciple
First	and	foremost,	Jesus	Christ	calls	every	believer	to	follow	Him.	Walking	in	
Jesus’	steps	and	being	His	disciple	is	the	Christian’s	highest	privilege!	When	
we	examine	the	lives	of	dynamic	disciples	throughout	history,	we	consistently	
find	three	components:	

•	Knowledge—Growing disciples KNOW God intimately
•	Character—Growing disciples LOVE God passionately
•	Conduct—Growing disciples SERVE God selflessly

Effective	 discipleship	 interweaves	 these	 three	 dimensions—
knowledge,	character,	and	conduct.

Jesus’ Master-Plan
Jesus’	preeminent	passion,	 the	 focus	of	His	ministry,	His	
earthly	 delight—was	 His	 twelve	 disciples.	 It	 is	 certainly	
true	that	He	ministered	to	the	masses,	but	Christ	poured	
His	life	into	those	twelve	diverse	men.	

Jesus	modeled	discipleship	to	His	select	band	of	followers.	
The	 Lord	 knew	 that	 if	He	 failed	 to	 effectively	 train	 the	
twelve,	His	mission	would	ultimately	fall	short	of	its	global	
objective.	Jesus	really	 loved	His	disciples—and	they	knew	
it!	Discipleship	was	Christ’s	sole	weapon	to	win	the	world.	
He	never	mentioned	“Plan	B.”

Children’s Discipleship
God	 has	 given	 parents	 primary	 responsibility	 for	 the	 spiritual	 training	 of	 their	
children.	But	most	parents	don’t	know	where	to	begin.	They	feel	overwhelmed	with	
this	responsibility.	So,	parents	often	entrust	this	task	to	the	church,	or	to	chance.	

It	 is	 time	 for	churches	 to	encourage	and	equip	parents	 to	carry	out	 their	 re-
sponsibility.	Jesus	Christ	commissioned	the	Church	with	only	one	task—“make	
disciples.”	 Disciplemaking	 is	 the	 most	 pivotal	 ministry	 that	 churches	 can	
provide.	The	vitality	of	the	next	generation	of	Christians	hinges	on	the	church’s	
willingness	 to	 do	 so.	 Churches	 must	 plan	 purposeful	 ministries	 to	 disciple	
parents	and	children.	Children’s discipleship is the hope of the world!

Why
Discipleship?

1

© 2019 DiscipleLand. Permission to reproduce for class use only.



Why Discipleship? 1

Letter to Teacher  2

What Kids Really Need  3

How Does DiscipleLand   
 Build Disciples?  4

Curriculum Map  6

Anatomy of a Lesson  8

Level Three Overview               10
Lesson 1 1 1 

Lesson 2 17 

Lesson 3 23

Lesson 4 29

Lesson 5 35

Lesson 6 41

Lesson 7 47

Lesson 8 53

Lesson 9 59

Lesson 10 65

Lesson 11 71

Lesson 12 77

Lesson 13 (Review) 83

WorldWatch Overview 88

DiscipleZone Overview  90

Age Level   
 Characteristics  92 

Special Ways to Enhance 
 DiscipleLand this Quarter  94

Additional Downloads  96

Dear Teacher,Contents
Welcome	to	DiscipleLand!	Get	ready	to	explore	Jesus’	Amazing Words!	
You	and	your	kids	will	hike	alongside	Jesus	and	His	disciples,	watching	
as	He	taught	how	to	live	God’s	way	instead	of	the	world’s	way.	As	Jesus’	
journey	unfolds,	your	children	will	develop	a	fuller	appreciation	of	His	
words,	His	deeds,	and	His	character.	

This	quarter	begins	with	Jesus’	blessings,	as	you	guide	kids	through	the	
Beatitudes.	Walk	with	Jesus	as	He	teaches	the	people	and	His	disciples	
about	 proper	 motives	 and	 humility.	 Throughout	 your	 journey,	 you’ll	
learn	 from	 Jesus’	 parables	 about	 living	 God’s	 way,	 forgiveness,	 and	
finding	true	happiness	in	Him.	

We	want	to	help	make	your	teaching	experience	enjoyable	and	rewarding.	
This	Teacher	Guide	provides	you	with	background	insights	for	each	Bible	
passage,	discipleship	tips	to	train	your	children,	and	devotionals	to	encourage	
your	spirit.	Through	your	faithful	service	to	the	Lord,	your	students	will	
receive	exposure	to	the	Scriptures	that	will	have	a	life-changing	impact!	

Before	you	start	teaching	this	quarter,	sit	down	and	browse	through	this	
Teacher	Guide.	As	you	prepare	for	each	lesson,	you	will	want	to	access		
DiscipleLand.com	and	make	use	of	many	additional	free	resources.	These	
helpful	tools	will	enable	you	to	bring	God’s	compelling	message	to	life	
for	your	children.

Have	fun,	invest	time	in	prayer,	and	await	God’s	dynamic	work	in	your	
children.	May	the	Lord	bless	your	labor	among	His	treasured	ones!

In	the	magnificent	Jesus,

2
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The	one,	true	God	exists	in	the	form	
of	three	distinct	and	equal	persons—
Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit.	

The	Bible	 is	God’s	 inspired,	 inerrant	
message	 to	 all	 people.	 In	 His	 holy	
Word,	God	has	revealed	eternal	truths	
that	 shall	 ever	 remain	 humankind’s	
final	authority	for	all	matters	pertain-
ing	to	life	and	faith.

Jesus	 Christ	 is	 truly	 God	 and	 truly	
Man.	He	was	conceived	by	 the	Holy	
Spirit,	 born	 of	 a	 virgin,	 and	 lived	
without	 sin,	 in	 perfect	 obedience	 to	
the	 Father.	 Christ	 performed	 great	
miracles	 and	 explained	 the	 kingdom	
of	 God,	 but	 was	 rejected	 by	 His	
people.	He	 died	 on	 the	 cross	 for	 the	
sins	 of	 others,	 was	 buried,	 and	 rose	
victoriously	to	live	forever.

All	 people	 are	 sinful	 by	 nature	 and	
deed,	 yet	 can	 be	 forgiven	 by	 God’s	
grace	 through	 faith	 in	 Jesus	 Christ.	
All	 who	 genuinely	 trust	 Christ	 are	
regenerated	 by	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 and	
united	with	Him	for	eternity.

The	 Holy	 Spirit	 is	 fully	 God.	 He	
convicts	 the	 world	 of	 sin,	 indwells	
believers,	empowers	Christians	to	live	
holy	 lives,	 and	 distributes	 spiritual	
gifts	for	the	edification	of	the	Body	of	
Christ.

Jesus	Christ’s	return	is	imminent.	He	
will	gather	all	who	believe	in	Him	and	
will	 establish	His	 kingdom.	All	who	
reject	Jesus	Christ	will	endure	eternal	
punishment	 in	 hell	 while	 those	 who	
place	their	faith	in	Christ	will		
enjoy	eternal	life	in	heaven		
with	Him.

#19—Kids Need Character
(Matthew 12:33; Luke 6:45)

The Situation:	Some	people	challenge	
established	 Christian	 virtues.	 They	
ask,	“Why	value	a	righteous	lifestyle?”	
Many	 children	 grow	 up	 without	 the	
benefit	 of	 role	 models	 who	 exhibit	
positive	character	traits.	Qualities	such	
as	honesty,	diligence,	and	respect	are	in	
short	supply.	Homes	and	schools	do	not	
necessarily	reinforce	these	basic	values.	

The Solution:	 “Character”	 describes	
who	we	really	are,	the	person	we	choose	
to	be.	Jesus	modeled	character	traits	all	Christians	can	develop.	We	build	
character	through	thousands	of	choices,	one	decision	at	a	time.	Outside,	
everyone	can	see	our	attitudes	and	actions	(our	reputation).	Inside,	only	
God	knows	about	our	hidden	thoughts	and	dreams.

#20—Kids Need Balance
(Luke 2:52; Mark 12:30-31)

The Situation:	The	 adage,	 “All	 work	
and	no	play	makes	Jack	a	dull	boy”	is	
true!	Similarly,	“All	play	and	no	work	
makes	 Jill	 a	 lazy	 girl.”	 Some	 children	
receive	 an	 overdose	 of	 sports,	 TV,	
school,	 video	 games,	 or	 even	 church.	
Few	 kids	 experience	 the	 energizing	
vitality	 that	 takes	 place	 when	 their	
minds,	hearts,	and	bodies	are	stretched	
to	reach	their	full	potential.

The Solution:	 Achieving	 balance	 is	 the	 key	 to	 a	 child’s	 overall	 de-
velopment.	Even	 as	 a	 child,	 Jesus	 kept	 things	 in	balance.	One	 simple	
Bible	 verse	 summarizes	His	 childhood:	He	 grew	 intellectually,	 physi-
cally,	 spiritually,	 and	 socially	 (Luke	 2:52).	Balanced	discipleship	 links	
three	dimensions—growth	in	knowledge,	in	character,	and	in	conduct.	
Children	must	embrace	all	three.

We Believe...

What Kids Really Need
(from a training series by Mark Steiner, DiscipleLand founder)

Statement of Faith
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DiscipleLand	partners	with	teachers	and	parents	to	help	transform	children	into	dynamic	disciples	of	Jesus	
Christ.	DiscipleLand’s	 family	of	 resources	 (Preschool,	Kindergarten,	Core	Bible,	and	Adventure)	 form	a	
comprehensive	Children’s	Discipleship	System™.	In	DiscipleLand	your	kids	will	grow	to	know	God	inti-
mately,	to	love	Him	passionately,	and	to	serve	Him	selflessly,	reaching	their	peak	potential	as	Jesus’	disciples.

•	They develop a reservoir of KNOWLEDGE based on a Biblical worldview
•	They display Christlike CHARACTER in every area of life
•	They demonstrate faithful CONDUCT that honors God and helps people

Core	 Bible	 challenges	 children	 to	 become	 victorious	 disciples	 during	 grades	 1-6.	 Every	 quarter	 of	 cur-

riculum	builds	on	the	foundation	of	knowledge	and	skills	learned	previously.	You	will	equip	your	kids	for	
Christian	service	through	24	quarters	of	sequential	Bible	curriculum.	DiscipleLand	Core	Bible	will	help	
you	lead	your	children	to	reach	their	full	potential	as	disciples	of	Jesus	Christ,	preparing	them	for	a	lifetime	
of	walking	with	God	and	serving	Him.

Levels 3–4 focus on the New Testament. Children examine 
the life and ministry of Jesus Christ and the birth and 
expansion of the early Church. 

Level 3: Serving the King
—Jesus Christ’s Life and Ministry

This	year,	your	children	will	affirm	Jesus	
Christ—as	personal	Savior	and	Lord	over	all.	Kids	will	
explore	 every	 event	 in	 the	 Gospels:	 Jesus’	 messages,	
miracles,	 passion,	 and	 triumphant	 resurrection.	 This	
chronological	study	reveals	who	Jesus	is,	where	He	lived,	
what	He	did,	and	why.	Travel	in	the	Holy	Land	alongside	
the	Man	who	changed	the	course	of	human	history!

Level 4: Transforming the World
—The Church’s Mission and Message

This	year,	your	children	will	encounter	the	
Church—as	 God’s	 instrument	 to	 influence	 the	 future.	
Kids	will	experience	the	Book	of	Acts	and	relive	episodes	
of	Christians	 who	 revolutionized	 the	 first	 century.	The	
faith	and	dramatic	deeds	of	these	early	believers	turned	
the	known	world	upside-down.	Prepare	to	transform	the	
twenty-first	century	with	the	Good	News	about	Jesus!

Levels 1–2 establish a foundation for lifelong spiritual 
growth. Children experience Bible-times culture as they 
learn to appreciate God’s splendor and the Bible’s power. 

Level 1: Discovering God’s Greatness
—The LORD’s Character and Qualities

This	year,	your	children	will	acknowledge	
God—as	Lord	of	heaven	and	earth.	They	will	learn	who	
God	is,	what	He	is	like,	and	what	He	does.	God	directed	
the	 culture,	 worship	 practices,	 and	 lifestyles	 of	 ancient	
families.	Kids	will	experience	God’s	view	of	family,	work,	
worship,	and	community.	Join	a	Bible-times	family	and	
discover	what	God’s	world	was	like	2,000	years	ago!

Level 2: Treasuring the Bible
—The Purpose and Power of God’s Word

This	 year,	 your	 children	 will	 embrace	
the	Bible—as	God’s	 inspired	 and	 authoritative	message	
for	everyone.	They	will	 see	how	God	has	preserved	His	
Word	to	transform	people	on	every	continent.	Kids	will	
cultivate	a	deep	appreciation	for	the	richness	and	power	
of	 Scripture,	 and	 the	 Bible	 will	 become	 their	 lifelong	
companion.	 Depend	 on	 the	 rock-solid	 Bible	 for	 God’s	
guidance!

How Does
     Build Disciples?

What Will Your Children Learn in ?Core Bible

4
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Level One     Discovering God’s Greatness      (a
ges 6-8)

—The Lord’s Character and Qualities

Level Two     Treasuring the Bible      (a
ges 7-9)

—The Purpose and Power of God’s Word

Level Three     Serving the King      (a
ges 8-10)

—Jesus Christ’s Life and Ministry

Level Four     Transforming the World      (a
ges 9-11)

—The Church’s Mission and Message

Level Five     Following the Faithful      (a
ges 10-12)

—Panorama of God’s Kingdom

Level Six     Walking with God      (a
ges 11-14)

—The Christian’s Highest Privilege

All six levels of DiscipleLand Core Bible curriculum include:

•	HeartBeat	Students	complete	life-application	activities	
for	each	lesson.

•	DiscipleSkill	Children	develop	24	essential	 “how-to”	
skills	for	victorious	Christian	living.

•	KeyVerse	Kids	memorize	Bible	verses	that	capture	the	
heart	of	each	lesson.

•	DiscipleZone.com	 A	 special	 Internet	 site	 where	 kids	
go	to	grow!	DiscipleZone	forms	a	“bridge”	between	the	
classroom	and	the	home.

•	SwordWork	 Kids	 read	 the	 entire	 Bible	 and	 answer	
questions	from	every	chapter	(grades	1-12).

•	WorldWatch	Children	participate	 in	God’s	 kingdom	
strategy	for	world	missions.

•	XploreMore	 Families	 grow	 together,	 discussing	Bible	
lessons	and	doing	application	activities.

•	HymnNotes	Children	learn	hymns	that	have	inspired	
Christians	for	centuries.

Levels 5–6 highlight God’s eternal purpose and the Christian’s 
awesome responsibility. Preteens overview key Bible events and 
develop skills to flourish as devoted disciples of Jesus Christ.

Level 5: Following the Faithful
—Panorama of God’s Kingdom

This	 year,	 your	 children	 will	 embrace	
God’s	Kingdom—as	His	magnificent	plan	for	all	eternity.	
Kids	will	view	God’s	plan	for	the	ages	and	be	challenged	
to	 walk	 in	 the	 footsteps	 of	 Bible	 champions.	 Students	
will	realize	that	they,	too,	can	significantly	impact	God’s	
eternal	empire.	Enter	the	“Hall	of	Faith”	to	meet	godly	
men	and	women	who	illumined	dark	corners	of	history!	

Level 6: Walking with God
—The Christian’s Highest Privilege

This	 year,	 your	 children	 will	 celebrate	
discipleship—as	 God’s	 blueprint	 for	 victorious	 living.	
For	centuries,	godly	men	and	women	have	practiced	the	
disciplines	 of	 personal	 devotions,	 inductive	Bible	 study,	
and	Christ-centered	living.	Your	kids	will	develop	these	
important	 skills.	Take	up	 Jesus’	 challenge	 to	 count	 the	
costs	and	experience	the	joys	of	being	His	disciples!

Visit	DiscipleLand.com	to	order	resources.
5
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Level One

Level Two

Level Three

Level Four

Level Five

Level Six

Quarter             Title       Topic    

 
       DiscipleSkill                                   Missions WorldWatch

 Treasuring the Bible	—the	Purpose	and	Power	of	God’s	Word	(ages	7-9)

 topical Bible stories about God’s Word (Children also read Psalms 1-41, James, & 1-3 John.)

 Discovering God’s Greatness	—the	Lord’s	Character	and	Qualities	(ages	6-8)

 topical Bible stories about God’s people in Bible times (Children also read Mark 1-16.)

 Serving the King	—Jesus	Christ’s	Life	and	Ministry	(ages	8-10)

 a chronological study of the four Gospels (Children read Matthew & Luke.)

 Transforming the World	—the	Church’s	Mission	and	Message	(ages	9-11)

 the unfolding drama of f rst-century Christianity (Children read Acts & Daniel 1-12.)

 Following the Faithful	—Panorama	of	God’s	Kingdom	(ages	10-12)

 an overview of God’s plan for the ages (Children read Psalms 42-78, John, & 1-2 Timothy.)

 Walking with God	—the	Christian’s	Highest	Privilege	(ages	11-14)

 practical disciplines for victorious living (Nehemiah, Jonah, Ephesians, & Philippians.)

1A	 Family	Life	with	God	
God	&	Family

	

How	to	Show	Respect	
God’s	Great	Family	(William	Carey)

1B At	Work	with	God	
God	&	Work

	

How	to	Be	Faithful	Workers	
God’s	Great	Job	(Gladys	Aylward)

1C	 At	Worship	with	God	
God	&	Worship

	

How	to	Worship	God	
God’s	Great	Worth	(Nate	Saint	family)

1D	 Village	Life	with	God	
God	&	Community

	
How	to	Memorize	God’s	Word	

God’s	Great	Passion	(David	Livingstone)

2A	 How	We	Got	the	Bible	
Bible	Origin

	

How	to	Use	My	Bible	
T	 e	Universal	Message	(Cameron	Townsend)

2B	 Why	We	Got	the	Bible	
Bible	Purpose

	

How	to	Navigate	the	New	Testament	 T	 e	“Heart”	Message	(12	missionary	vignettes)

2C	 T	 e	Bible	Tells	Me	So	
Bible	Authority

	

How	to	Love	God	
T	 e	O.T.	Message	(Adoniram	&	Ann	Judson)

2D	 T	 e	Bible	Guides	My	Life	
Bible	Guidance

	

How	to	Pray	
T	 e	N.T.	Message	(Mary	Slessor)

3A	 Follow	the	King	
Life	of	Christ,	I

	

How	to	Be	Jesus’	Disciple	
One	Mandate	(Hudson	Taylor)

3B	 Amazing	Words	
Life	of	Christ,	II

	

How	to	Build	Character	
Many	Messengers	(Jackie	Pullinger)

3C	 Mighty	Miracles	
Life	of	Christ,	III

	
How	to	Grow	Spiritual	Fruit	

Many	Methods	(John	Stewart)
3D	 Triumphant	Over	All	

Life	of	Christ,	IV
	

How	to	Know	the	Truth	
Global	Mission	(Mark	Zook)

4A	 Eyewitnesses	
Early	Church,	I

	

How	to	Walk	in	the	Spirit	
T	 e	First	Team	(Amy	Carmichael)

4B	 Powerful	Messengers	
Early	Church,	II

	

How	to	Explain	My	Faith	
T	 e	Dream	Team	(12	martyr	vignettes)

4C	 Valiant	Voyagers	
Early	Church,	III

	
How	to	Make	Good	Friends	

T	 e	Local	Team	(George	Mueller)
4D	 World	Ambassadors	

World	View
	

How	to	Be	Global	Christians	
T	 e	Global	Team	(Loren	Cunningham)

5A	 Old	Testament	Champions	
Tour	the	O.T.

	

How	to	Navigate	the	Old	Testament	 T	 e	Target	(Don	&	Carol	Richardson)
5B	 New	Testament	Champions	

Tour	the	N.T.
	

How	to	Discover	Gifts	and	Talents	 T	 e	Victory	(Nick	&	Lynne	Swanepoel)
5C	 Christian	Champions	

Church	History
	

How	to	Follow	God’s	Plan	
T	 e	Pioneers	(12	Church	history	vignettes)

5D	 Tomorrow’s	Champions	
Christian	Service

	

How	to	Earn	Eternal	Rewards	
T	 e	Visionaries	(Floyd	McClung)

6A	 Bringing	the	Bible	to	Life	
Bible	Study	Methods

	
How	to	Study	My	Bible	

World-class	Challenge	(Bruce	Olson)
6B	 God—Up	Close	and	Personal	

Personal	Devotions
	

How	to	Meet	with	God	
World-class	Preparation	(Jim	&	Elisabeth	Elliot)

6C	 Standing	Above	the	Crowd	
Peer	Pressure

	

How	to	Make	Good	Choices	
World-class	Opportunities	(12	contemporary	vignettes)

6D	 After	God’s	Own	Heart	
Christian	Living

	

How	to	Walk	Victoriously	
World-class	Living	(Jonathan	Goforth)

Core Bible  Curriculum  Map
TM

6

© 2019 DiscipleLand. Permission to reproduce for class use only.



Quarter             Title       Topic    

 
       DiscipleSkill                                   Missions WorldWatch

 Treasuring the Bible	—the	Purpose	and	Power	of	God’s	Word	(ages	7-9)

 topical Bible stories about God’s Word (Children also read Psalms 1-41, James, & 1-3 John.)

 Discovering God’s Greatness	—the	Lord’s	Character	and	Qualities	(ages	6-8)

 topical Bible stories about God’s people in Bible times (Children also read Mark 1-16.)

 Serving the King	—Jesus	Christ’s	Life	and	Ministry	(ages	8-10)

 a chronological study of the four Gospels (Children read Matthew & Luke.)

 Transforming the World	—the	Church’s	Mission	and	Message	(ages	9-11)

 the unfolding drama of f rst-century Christianity (Children read Acts & Daniel 1-12.)

 Following the Faithful	—Panorama	of	God’s	Kingdom	(ages	10-12)

 an overview of God’s plan for the ages (Children read Psalms 42-78, John, & 1-2 Timothy.)

 Walking with God	—the	Christian’s	Highest	Privilege	(ages	11-14)

 practical disciplines for victorious living (Nehemiah, Jonah, Ephesians, & Philippians.)

1A	 Family	Life	with	God	
God	&	Family

	

How	to	Show	Respect	
God’s	Great	Family	(William	Carey)

1B At	Work	with	God	
God	&	Work

	

How	to	Be	Faithful	Workers	
God’s	Great	Job	(Gladys	Aylward)

1C	 At	Worship	with	God	
God	&	Worship

	

How	to	Worship	God	
God’s	Great	Worth	(Nate	Saint	family)

1D	 Village	Life	with	God	
God	&	Community

	
How	to	Memorize	God’s	Word	

God’s	Great	Passion	(David	Livingstone)

2A	 How	We	Got	the	Bible	
Bible	Origin

	

How	to	Use	My	Bible	
T	 e	Universal	Message	(Cameron	Townsend)

2B	 Why	We	Got	the	Bible	
Bible	Purpose

	

How	to	Navigate	the	New	Testament	 T	 e	“Heart”	Message	(12	missionary	vignettes)

2C	 T	 e	Bible	Tells	Me	So	
Bible	Authority

	

How	to	Love	God	
T	 e	O.T.	Message	(Adoniram	&	Ann	Judson)

2D	 T	 e	Bible	Guides	My	Life	
Bible	Guidance

	

How	to	Pray	
T	 e	N.T.	Message	(Mary	Slessor)

3A	 Follow	the	King	
Life	of	Christ,	I

	

How	to	Be	Jesus’	Disciple	
One	Mandate	(Hudson	Taylor)

3B	 Amazing	Words	
Life	of	Christ,	II

	

How	to	Build	Character	
Many	Messengers	(Jackie	Pullinger)

3C	 Mighty	Miracles	
Life	of	Christ,	III

	
How	to	Grow	Spiritual	Fruit	

Many	Methods	(John	Stewart)
3D	 Triumphant	Over	All	

Life	of	Christ,	IV
	

How	to	Know	the	Truth	
Global	Mission	(Mark	Zook)

4A	 Eyewitnesses	
Early	Church,	I

	

How	to	Walk	in	the	Spirit	
T	 e	First	Team	(Amy	Carmichael)

4B	 Powerful	Messengers	
Early	Church,	II

	

How	to	Explain	My	Faith	
T	 e	Dream	Team	(12	martyr	vignettes)

4C	 Valiant	Voyagers	
Early	Church,	III

	
How	to	Make	Good	Friends	

T	 e	Local	Team	(George	Mueller)
4D	 World	Ambassadors	

World	View
	

How	to	Be	Global	Christians	
T	 e	Global	Team	(Loren	Cunningham)

5A	 Old	Testament	Champions	
Tour	the	O.T.

	

How	to	Navigate	the	Old	Testament	 T	 e	Target	(Don	&	Carol	Richardson)
5B	 New	Testament	Champions	

Tour	the	N.T.
	

How	to	Discover	Gifts	and	Talents	 T	 e	Victory	(Nick	&	Lynne	Swanepoel)
5C	 Christian	Champions	

Church	History
	

How	to	Follow	God’s	Plan	
T	 e	Pioneers	(12	Church	history	vignettes)

5D	 Tomorrow’s	Champions	
Christian	Service

	

How	to	Earn	Eternal	Rewards	
T	 e	Visionaries	(Floyd	McClung)

6A	 Bringing	the	Bible	to	Life	
Bible	Study	Methods

	
How	to	Study	My	Bible	

World-class	Challenge	(Bruce	Olson)
6B	 God—Up	Close	and	Personal	

Personal	Devotions
	

How	to	Meet	with	God	
World-class	Preparation	(Jim	&	Elisabeth	Elliot)

6C	 Standing	Above	the	Crowd	
Peer	Pressure

	

How	to	Make	Good	Choices	
World-class	Opportunities	(12	contemporary	vignettes)

6D	 After	God’s	Own	Heart	
Christian	Living

	

How	to	Walk	Victoriously	
World-class	Living	(Jonathan	Goforth)

The Nations: Experience God’s Passion

The Message: Explore God’s Book

The Mission: Follow God’s Son

The Team: Join God’s Ambassadors

The Plan: Embrace God’s Strategy

The Call: Aff rm God’s Invitation

Core Bible  Curriculum  Map
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Activity

Big Idea Jesus blesses everyone who lives to honor God.

K
N
O
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F
E
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D
O

DISCIPLE TARGETS In this lesson, your children will...

Knowledge (truths) ConduCt (actions)CharaCter (emotions)

Lesson Summary
Jesus attracted people. Large crowds followed Him wherever 
He went. Today’s lesson explores the Beatitudes, the first 
part of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Your kids will look at 
Jesus’ teachings and how His words affected the people in 
the crowd. They’ll also examine how Jesus’ words apply to 
their lives. The children will discover traits they must follow 
to find true happiness in life and how they can share God’s 
Word to others by shining His light.

Bible Background
The exact location of the Sermon on the Mount is 
uncertain. Jesus was most likely near the Sea of Galilee and 
Capernaum, on one of the hills in the area. Jesus began 
the Sermon on the Mount by listing the Beatitudes—the 
traits—He expected to see in the lives of His followers. 
God had something special in store for those who lived out 
the traits as described in the Beatitudes. The people were 
filled with mixed reactions to Jesus’ words. To follow these 
guidelines and receive heavenly blessings meant they had to 
redefine their views about how to achieve happiness.

This marked the time when people started to realize that 
Jesus’ new interpretation of the Law, as contrasted with the 
Jewish leaders’ teachings, closed off every possible avenue of 
human merit and left sinners totally dependent on divine 

grace for salvation. The people had been taught to care 
about tradition—what happens on the outside. Jesus was 
teaching them to care about truth—what happens on the 
inside.

Teacher Devotional
Jesus said that the right attitudes bring divine blessings. 
We often think it is wrong to ask God for untold blessings. 
However, this is just what He wants us to pray for each 
day. He will bless you richly if you ask and believe. He will 
open doors for you to share His Word with others. Believe. 
Ask. Be prepared to find untold blessings and open doors 
as a result!

Lord, bless my efforts to teach about You. Keep Your hand upon 
me that I will be strong against temptation and have the right 
attitudes about Your Word and serving others. Guide me so 
that my words, attitudes, and actions will bless the children 
and glorify You! In Jesus’ name, amen.

God blesses those who honor 
Him. (Matthew 5:3-11)

Living God’s way, not the world’s 
way, is the road to true happi-
ness. (Matthew 5:12)

When their actions follow God’s 
laws, they are godly examples to 
others. (Matthew 5:16)

•

•

•

Eager to honor God through 
their actions. 

Excited to let their light shine 
for God so He may be praised. 

Happy knowing that God will 
bless them if they choose to 
follow His ways. 

•

•

•

Choose to live to honor God 
from the heart.

Select at least one of the 
Beatitudes through which 
they will honor God this week.

DiscipleSkill: How to Build 
Character—Define the term 
“character.”

•

•

•

Check out the 
activities and downloads 

on pages 94-96 of this 
Teacher Guide!

Start...
Before You
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proud

demands  own way

dishonest

follows crowd

comforted

filled

shown mercy

called sons of God

Teacher—Teach the Bible lesson. Include Teaching 
Pictures and exercises from the student Disciple Guides. 

Matthew 5
Open your Bible to Matthew 5. Have you ever wished you 
had the answer key to a test in school? If you had the 
answer key and your teacher said it was okay, would you 
use it? Of course you would! One day Jesus talked with 
people on a mountainside for a long time, telling them 

the best ways to live. Show the Teaching 
Picture 3B.1 of the Sermon on the Mount. 
One thing Jesus talked about is something 
we call the Beatitudes—beautiful attitudes. 
These Beatitudes are God’s way of giving 
us the answer key to true happiness and 

eternal life with Him! And, He expects us to use this 
answer key every day!

Read Matthew 5:1-10 while your children 
follow along in their Bibles. The Beatitudes are 
beautiful attitudes or actions that God expects 
us to have and do. They are also a way for us to 
be truly happy. Jesus said that God gives great 
rewards to people who show these “beautiful 
attitudes.” The first four Beatitudes could fit 
under a category called “How to be happy 
in our relationship with God.” The last four 
could be in a category titled “How to have 
happy friendships with others.” Why do you 
think Jesus wants us to have this answer key 
to happiness? Encourage responses. The kind of 
happiness Jesus talked about is called blessing, 
or joy. It means that deep down inside you are 
happy about life, no matter what is happening 
to you right now. That’s different from being 
happy during your birthday or because you won 
a game. Jesus’ true happiness stays inside you.

Read verses 13-16. Write the words “salt” and 
“light” on the board. Explain that these state-
ments are metaphors—a comparison between 
two unrelated things (us and salt/light). Why do 

we use salt? (Food, heal sores, melt ice, pre-
servative, ocean life, etc.) Why do we need 
light? (To see, to brighten up something, to 
help show something, for life, etc.) Show the 
Teaching Picture 3B.2 of child in the light. 
Ask your kids to think of ways Jesus wants 

them to be like salt or light. Record their answers on the 
board. What is the most important thing Jesus wants us 
to remember from these ideas about salt and light?

Read verses 17-48. Next, just to make sure Jesus’ disciples 
really understood, He gave examples of behaviors that 
come from a pure heart, and not from a desire to keep 
the rules only while people watch. Using examples from 
the Ten Commandments and other Jewish laws, Jesus 
showed that keeping the law isn’t enough. God actually 
wants us to be perfect! Is this really possible? Encourage 
responses. Jesus wanted people to understand they could 
never measure up to God’s standards without help. 
Whose help do we need?

Jesus said that He would bless everyone who lives to 
honor God. Following the Beatitudes and Jesus’ other 

Disciple Guide—page 2
Help students identify an opposite or reward for 
each Beatitude. The rewards are found in the Bible 
passage; the opposites should be defined by the 
children themselves.

     Explore 
Scripture
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DISCIPLESHIP TIP

SUPPLIES

Sometimes a child is reluctant to participate in class dis-
cussions. Encourage children like this by gently pulling 
them aside and saying you’d love to hear their thoughts 
in today’s lesson. Ask if they would mind answering just 
one question and tell what that question will be so they’ll 
have time to think about it. Be sure to select a question 
that reflects their strengths or interests. Tell them when 
you’ll be asking the question. If a child declines, respond 
kindly and let the child know he or she can change his or 
her mind.

General Supplies
 Bibles, Disciple Guides (pages 1-4)
 Pencils, markers, crayons
 Paper, notecards, scissors, tape, glue

Make Disciples
 Black poster board

Spark Interest
 • HAPPINESS: no additional supplies
 • IF YOU’RE HAPPY AND YOU KNOW IT: no 
     additional supplies

Explore Scripture
 Teaching Picture 3B.1—Sermon on the Mount
 Teaching Picture 3B.2—Child praising God

Inspire Action
 • BEATITUDE SKITS: no additional supplies
 • LIGHT OF THE WORLD: candles, lighter or    
     matches

Opening Prayer
Share one or two examples of how God has richly blessed 
your life. Read Matthew 5:15-16 aloud. Praise God for the 
blessings mentioned and for allowing them to let their lights 
shine for Him.

WorldWatch
See page 90 for more information on WorldWatch.

Missionary Biography 1 of 12—Jackie Pullinger—The 
Risk of Faith  Missionary stories can have a profound impact 
on children. Take 1-2 minutes to read this brief narrative. 
Download discussion questions at DiscipleLand.com/
downloads (enter the keyword “parable”).

Jackie Pullinger heard God speaking to her quietly, “Go. 
Trust Me and I will lead you.” As a young girl, Jackie 
knew that she was called to be a missionary. She very 
clearly heard God promise to lead her—but where?

“God is clearly calling me to go,” Jackie tells her pastor, 
“but He won’t tell me where!”

“If God is telling you to go, you’d better go,” he replies.

“But where?” Jackie asks, “When? How? There are so 
many unknowns!”

The pastor smiles and explains, “If you had a ticket, 
a job, a place to live, and a destination, you wouldn’t 
need to trust God. In the Bible, when Abraham left his 
country, he did not know where he was going! But by 
faith, Abraham followed God to another land.”

Jackie Pullinger decides to obey God’s call. In faith, she 
buys a ticket for the longest trip possible—from England 
to Japan! On the journey, the boat stops at many cities. 

At each stop, Jackie prays, trusting that God will tell her 
when and where to get off. 

Missions Education—Many Messengers
To add this component to the lesson, download the teacher script 
at DiscipleLand.com/downloads (enter the keyword “parable”).

KeyVerse
Topic: Shine!
Reference: Matthew 5:16

Memorization Activity: Before class, draw an outline of 
a light bulb with a white crayon on a large piece of black 
poster board paper. Write the memory verse around the 
perimeter or inside your light bulb drawing. Cut the poster 
board apart into several large jigsaw puzzle pieces. 

During class, distribute the jigsaw pieces to your students. 
We are all called to shine God’s light in this world, but 
we need to work together to make that light as brilliant 
as possible. Put your puzzle pieces together to create the 
picture that reflects the Bible verse. When the puzzle is 
completed, have each child read the verse aloud and share 
one way to shine for Jesus.

Bonus Resources
Access free downloads for this lesson at 
DiscipleLand.com/downloads (enter the keyword “parable”).
• Dee Cy Paul Chip (discipleship) story
• More activity ideas
• Activity templates and resources
• Explore Scripture teacher notecards

Teacher—Decide where to place these elements into      
this lesson.

  Make 
Disciples
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DiscipleLand	 lessons	 provide	
more	 material	 than	 you	 can	
cover	 during	 a	 typical	 class	
period.	 Use	 this	 chart	 to	 help	
you	decide	what	to	include.

Disciple Targets  A	list	of	the	key	Bible	truths	and	
response	 goals	 for	 your	 children.	By	 the	 end	of	 each	
lesson,	 students	 should	know,	 feel,	 and	be	able	 to	do	
each	listed	item.

For the Teacher 
This	 section	 is	 all	 for	 you,	 the	
teacher,	to	begin	preparing	for	the	
lesson.	It	will	bring	your	focus	to	
the	lesson’s	main	points	and	arm	
you	with	information	and	inspira-
tion	as	you	prepare.	It	 includes	a	
summary	of	the	lesson,	additional	
background	information,	and	a	devo-
tional	 to	 inspire	 you	 before	 bringing	
the	lesson	to	your	students.

Make Disciples
This	section	includes	portions	of	the	lesson	to	include	wherever	they	
work	best	for	your	teaching	style	and	classroom	situation.	An	opening	
prayer	and	Scripture	memory	verse	(KeyVerse)	with	an	accompany-
ing	memorization	activity	are	always	included.

WorldWatch			Provide	your	children	with	a	solid	foundation	
for	 understanding	 and	 participating	 in	 world	 missions.	 Pages	
90-91	of	this	Teacher	Guide	explain	WorldWatch	in	detail.

Discipleship Tip	 	 Bite-sized	 ideas	 to	 make	 your	 teaching	
more	successful	and	effective.	

Supplies  A	complete	list	of	supplies	for	all	suggested	activities.

  Anatomyof a

Lesson
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a video game

Closing Prayer
Ask the children if there is anything they would like to pray 
about. Praise God for His many blessings and for Jesus’ 
words of life. Ask the Holy Spirit to help them practice 
beautiful attitudes, and ask God to richly bless them. Pray 
for the requests and concerns of your students. Be sure to 
pray for each one.

Closing Words
We’ve learned so much today from Jesus’ words on the 
mountain! But this is only part of Jesus’ message! Do 
you ever give to others? What are your favorite toys or 
games? Do you ever worry? Next time we’ll learn what 
Jesus had to say about all these things.

Disciple Guide—
page 4
Encourage kids to complete 
DiscipleZone before the next 
lesson. Explain that activities 
are available at a special web-
site— 

DiscipleZone.com 
—where kids go to grow! 
Children should visit the web-
site with their parents to com-
plete the online activities.

DiscipleSkill  
How to Build Character
During this quarter, your children will learn about godly 
character. Each week they will explore a different aspect 
of their character. Motivate them to find practical ways to 
build these positive qualities into their lives.

This lesson introduces the concept of “character” to your 
students.

DiscipleZone.com
Direct children to DiscipleZone.com/3B1 for:

XploreMore  Discover more about pleasing God.

SwordWork  Read Matthew 6.

WorldWatch  Meet the Balinese people.

Dee-Cy-Paul Live!  Cy opens his birthday presents.

KeyVerse  Memorize Matthew 5:16.

HymnNotes  Learn “O Come, All Ye Faithful.”

Teacher—Children should complete this page on their 
own or at home with a parent. 
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food taste, melt ice, preservative

answers will vary

they are vital to spreading the Gospel

life could not exist without light

they show the way to life with Jesus

amazing words will help us honor God. Those beautiful 
attitudes will also help us be salt and light to the world, 
and the world will praise Him! Think about ways you 
can honor God with your attitudes and actions.

Disciple Guide—page 3
Help students see that Jesus’ application really is the stan-
dard we should strive for. Complete the HeartBeat, discussing 
ways they can be salt and light at home and school.

Beatitude Skits (15 minutes)
This drama activity encourages students to live out the Beati-
tudes. Supplies: notecards

Write the eight Beatitudes on one notecard each. Divide into 
eight groups. Each group should select one of your Beatitude 
cards. Challenge the kids in each group to prepare a short, 
modern-day skit demonstrating the Beatitude written on 
their selected card. Remind them to show how we can live 
out the Beatitude. To give the skits some structure, use the 
Roll-a-Role dice available at DiscipleLand.com/downloads 
(Enter the keyword “parable”) . Give the groups about five 
minutes to prepare their skits. Then take turns performing 
these skits.

If you cannot form eight groups, create two groups instead. 
Assign the first four Beatitudes to one group and 
the last four to the other group. Encourage these 
groups to prepare their skits around the themes 
of “Our Relationship with God” (first four) and 
“Our Relationships with Others” (last four).

Light of the World (10 minutes)
This object lesson illustrates how light has the power 
to change the world. Supplies: four jar candles, 
lighter or matches

Before choosing this activity, be sure you have 
no students who are anxious around fire. Also 
be sure to monitor your candles and fire starters 
carefully. Darken the room as much as possible. 
Discuss how the world without Jesus is like the 
room with no light. Light one candle at a time 
in each corner of the room. Notice how even one 
candle changes the feeling of the room. Discuss 
this analogy as a group. How are Christians like 
these candles in a dark room? In what ways do 
Christians make a difference in their schools? 
Homes? Neighborhoods? How can you be like 
one of the candles in this room?

Teacher—Choose one activity that will encourage      
learners to apply the Bible truth to their lives. 

  Inspire 
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Happiness (10-15 minutes)
This group discussion challenges students to think about what 
brings true happiness. Supplies: notecards with God’s 
“happiness” traits and the opposite traits listed one per card 
(listed in the parentheses below)

On the board write the following situations (labeled 
“Blessings/Happiness” and “What Makes God Sad”) and 
leave space beside each for a card. Distribute your “happy” 
and “sad” cards to each child or group of children. Discuss 
with the class which card would best fit the situation you 
have written on the board. Have the child with that card 
come up to the board and place it beside the sentence.

Blessings/Happiness
Giving God the credit for your musical abilities when 
someone compliments you.  (humility)
Quickly and sincerely apologizing to your mom 
for talking back to her. (sorry about sin)
Quietly picking up the trash your friends left 
around the lunch table. (meekness)
Helping keep score while following the rules in 
the kickball game. (justice)
Forgiving your brother or sister when he or she 
gets on your nerves. (mercy)
Giving each member of your family a big hug. 
(pure heart)
Breaking up an argument between kids at 
recess. (peacemaker)
Remembering to thank God for your food at 
lunchtime, even if you get teased. (persecution)

What Makes God Sad
Waving your “A” paper in a friend’s face. (pride)
Watching a video instead of cleaning your room 
as you were told. (seeking pleasure)
Getting angry because your mom made 
pot roast for dinner, but you wanted pizza. 
(demanding your own way)
Peeking at the cards of the player beside you 
during a game. (dishonest)
Making sure you are first in line for the drinking 
fountain. (self-important)
Choosing the biggest slice of pie. (selfish)
Laughing at a new student’s foreign accent and 
strange clothes. (bully)
Calling your sister a crybaby. (name-calling)

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

If You’re Happy and You Know It (10 minutes)
This singing activity allows children to share and evaluate their 
ideas on happiness.

Sing “If You’re Happy and You Know It” with your class. 
Encourage the kids to clap and stomp with the song’s actions. 
Invite suggestions for other actions to be substituted in the 
song. Sing once more with the new actions suggested.

What makes you happy? Encourage responses. Why 
do these things make you happy? How long does this 
happiness usually last? Most things usually bring 
happiness for just a short time, like candy or a new toy. 
Today we are going to learn what Jesus said would bring 
happiness. Jesus called it joy or being blessed. This is 
something we feel deep down inside our hearts. This 
happiness lasts forever.

Disciple Guide—page 1
If necessary, show that Dee misspelled “humility.” Complete 
this page at the beginning of class or after a Spark Interest 
activity.

  Spark 
Interest
Teacher—Choose one activity that will involve students 
and grab their attention.
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Spark Interest  Choose	one	activity	that	will	involve	students	and	grab	their	
attention.	Each	activity	will	appeal	to	different	learning	styles	and	preferences.	
More	activities	are	available	online	at	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

Explore Scripture  Teach	the	Bible	 lesson	with	these	interactive	segments.	
Give	children	the	foundation	of	Bible	knowledge	that	will	help	them	grow	in	the	
coming	years.	Include	the	exercises	from	the	Disciple	Guides.	Download	Bible	
passage	outlines	at	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

In	Level	Three,	the	Bible	passages	presented	can	be	fairly	long.	Use	your	discern-
ment	to	decide	how	much	material	to	cover	with	your	students	each	lesson.

Inspire Action  Choose	one	activity	that	will	encourage	your	children	to	apply	
the	Bible	truth	to	their	lives.	Again,	each	activity	will	appeal	to	different	learning	styles	
and	preferences.	More	activities	are	available	online	at	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

The Heart of the Lesson 
These	three	sections	embrace	the	Bible	truths	and	bring	your	students	into	the	Bible	
itself.	This	 is	where	 they	will	develop	the	Bible	knowledge,	Christlike	character,	
and	faithful	conduct	that	will	transform	them	into	dynamic	disciples	of	Jesus.	Give	
highest	priority	to	these	sections	when	planning	the	lesson.

DiscipleZone
DiscipleZone	 builds	 a	 “bridge”	 from	 the	 classroom	
to	the	home.	These	pages	are	designed	to	take	home	

and	are	not	normally	to	be	completed	in	the	
classroom.	Pages	88-89	of	this	Teacher	Guide	
explain	DiscipleZone	more	completely.

Disciple Guides
Your	children	will	enjoy	these	carefully	designed,	full-color	activity	sheets.	
Every	page	is	presented	here	in	full	color	and	with	an	answer	key	for	your	
convenience.	 Page	 94	 of	 this	 Teacher	Guide	 describes	 student	Disciple	
Guides	in	more	detail.

Online Resources
Find	more	resources	online	including		addi-
tional	activities,	activity	templates,	and	more	
lesson	information.	Visit	DiscipleLand.com	or	
go	directly	to	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

9
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      By the end of this year, your young disciples will...

Develop Biblical Knowledge (truths)
	 •	Jesus	is	the	most	important	Person	ever	(3A)!
	 •	Jesus	spoke	with	great	authority—challenging	all	who	heard	Him	(3B).
	 •	Jesus	displayed	God’s	glory	by	performing	many	amazing	miracles	(3C).
	 •	Jesus	endured	a	torturous	death	so	people	could	receive	forgiveness	(3D).

Display Christlike Character (emotions)
	 •	Intrigued	to	understand	more	about	who	Jesus	is	and	how	He	lived	(3A).
	 •	Eager	to	listen	to	every	word	Jesus	spoke	(3B).
	 •	Fascinated	that	Jesus	overcame	great	obstacles	and	healed	many	
	 	 people	(3C).
	 •	Overwhelmed	that	Jesus	loves	them	so	deeply	He	gave	His	life	for	
	 	 them	(3D).	

Demonstrate Faithful Conduct (actions)
	 •	Decide	to	become	Jesus’	disciples—following	wherever	He	leads	(3A).
	 •	Treat	other	people	the	way	they	themselves	want	to	be	treated	(3B).
	 •	Identify	specific	ways	they	can	invest	their	lives	as	Jesus’	disciples	(3C).
	 •	Proclaim	the	good	news	about	Jesus	that	brings	forgiveness	and	new	
	 	 life	(3D).

Your disciples will also develop 
in these ways:
Grow
	 •	SwordWork: Read	the	Gospels		of		
	 	 Matthew,	Luke,	and	John	(3A-D).
	 •	HeartBeat:	Complete	life-application		
	 	 activities	for	each	lesson	(3A-D).
	 •	KeyVerse:	Recite	40	Bible	verses	that		
	 	 help	them	love	Christ	(3A-D).
	 •	WorldWatch: Follow	God’s	Son,	who		
	 	 came	to	forgive	the	whole	world		
	 	 (3A-D).
	 •	HymnNotes: Learn	eight	best-loved			
	 	 hymns	of	the	church	(3A-D).

DiscipleSkills
	 •	How to Be Jesus’ Disciple:	Discover	
	 	 God’s	P-O-W-E-R	through	prayer,	
	 	 obedience,	worship,	evangelism,	
	 	 and	reading	the	Bible	(3A).
	 •	How to Build Character: Build		
	 	 twelve	of	Jesus’	character	traits	into		
	 	 their	lives	(3B).
	 •	How to Grow Spiritual Fruit:	Abide		
	 	 in	Christ	and	grow	fruit	via	the	Holy	
	 	 Spirit’s	indwelling	power	(3C).
	 •	How to Know the Truth:	Affirm	
	 	 essential	Christian	beliefs	and	
	 	 doctrines	(3D).

This	year,	your	children	will	affirm	Jesus	Christ—as	personal	Savior	and	Lord	over	all.	Kids	will	explore	
every	event	in	the	Gospels:	Jesus’	messages,	miracles,	passion,	and	triumphant	resurrection.	This	chron-
ological	study	reveals	who	Jesus	is,	where	He	lived,	what	He	did,	and	why.	Travel	in	the	Holy	Land	
alongside	the	Man	who	changed	the	course	of	human	history!

3A

3B

3C

3D

Gospels

Gospels

Gospels

Gospels

Follow the King

Amazing Words

Mighty Miracles

Triumphant Over All

Life of Christ

Life of Christ

Life of Christ

Life of Christ

   Quarter      Topic         Title           Bible Content

K
N
O
W	

F
E
E
L 

D
O

Serving the King

What Will Your Children Learn This Year?

Level Three
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Class Code:

�
How to Build Character

Shine!

M
atthew 5:16

What did Cy want 

for his birthday?

What is Character?

Find the answer at 

DiscipleZone.com/3B1

       To make an anthill, 

          
          

ants pile up thousands 

          
       of tiny pieces of dirt and 

          
    sand. Below the ground, 

          
 ants build many hidden 

         t
unnels and storage areas. 

   Your character is like an 

    anthill. “C
haracter” describes 

   who you really are, the person 

  you choose to be. You build 

 character through thousands of 

choices. Outside, everyone can see 

your attitudes and actions (your 

reputation). Inside, only you 

 and God know about your hidden 

  thoughts and dreams.

Draw lines to 

match each good 

character trait (BLUE) 

with its opposite trait (RED).

 
Honest 

Lazy

 
Caring 

Unreliable

 
Loyal 

Proud

 Respectful 
Unfaithful

 Diligent 
Fearful

 Courageous 
Dishonest

 
Holy 

Disruptive

 Trustworthy 
Stingy

 Cooperative 
Impure

 
Humble 

Unconcerned

 Generous 
Rude

Circle three words that describe 

character qualities you would 

most like to develop.

Teachers	 partner	 with	 parents	 at	 DiscipleZone,	
building	a	bridge	from	the	classroom	to	the	home.	
As	 your	 children	 interact	 with	 DiscipleZone	
pages	each	week,	they	will	review	the	most	recent	
lesson	and	prepare	for	the	next	one.	

Encourage your children to take 
these steps weekly:

Register	at	DiscipleZone.com	to	
create	a	 special	message	 for	your	
kids.	You’ll	 receive	a	Class	Code	
to	 give	 them	 that	 grants	 them	
access	to	your	customized	note.

Every	 lesson	 provides	 a	 unique	
DiscipleZone	 web	 address	 that	
takes	 children	 directly	 to	 their	
activities.

DiscipleSkill
Children	 develop	 24	 essential	
“how-to”	 skills	 for	 victorious	
Christian	 living.	 During	 this	
quarter,	 your	 kids	 will	 learn	
“How	to	Build	Character.”

•	View	the	complete	list	of	
DiscipleSkills	at		
DiscipleLand.com/DiscipleSkill

KeyVerse
Kids	 memorize	 Bible	 verses	 that	
capture	 the	 heart	 of	 each	 lesson.	
Download	 a	 complete	 list	 of	
memory	 verses	 for	 this	 quarter	 at	
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
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Class Code:

�

How to Build Character

Shine!

M
atthew 5:16

What did Cy want 

for his birthday?

What is Character?

Find the answer at 

DiscipleZone.com/3B1

       To make an anthill, 

          
          

ants pile up thousands 

          
       of tiny pieces of dirt and 

          
    sand. Below the ground, 

          
 ants build many hidden 

         t
unnels and storage areas. 

   Your character is like an 

    anthill. “C
haracter” describes 

   who you really are, the person 

  you choose to be. You build 

 character through thousands of 

choices. Outside, everyone can see 

your attitudes and actions (your 

reputation). Inside, only you 

 and God know about your hidden 

  thoughts and dreams.

Draw lines to 

match each good 

character trait (BLUE) 

with its opposite trait (RED).

 
Honest 

Lazy

 
Caring 

Unreliable

 
Loyal 

Proud

 Respectful 
Unfaithful

 Diligent 
Fearful

 Courageous 
Dishonest

 
Holy 

Disruptive

 Trustworthy 
Stingy

 Cooperative 
Impure

 
Humble 

Unconcerned

 Generous 
Rude

Circle three words that describe 

character qualities you would 

most like to develop.

DiscipleZone.com	 is	 a	 special	website	 for	kids	 and	parents.	 It	provides	 family-
friendly	discipleship	activities,	plus	a	parent	support	center.	For	each	DiscipleLand	
lesson,	DiscipleZone.com	includes:	

XploreMore
Families	grow	together,	discussing	Bible	lessons	and	doing	application	activities.	
XploreMore	links	the	classroom	and	the	home.	For	each	Bible	lesson,	children	
and	parents	enjoy	extra	pictures,	background	information,	discussion	questions,	
and	family	activities.	During	this	quarter,	everyone	will	explore	more	of	Jesus’	
amazing	words	and	His	ministry	on	earth.

SwordWork

SwordWork	is	DiscipleLand’s	Core	Bible	Reading	Plan.	Kids	read	the	entire	
Bible	and	answer	questions	from	every	chapter	(grades	1-12).	During	Level	3,	
children	read	through	the	Gospels.	In	this	quarter,	your	children	will	read	from	
the	Gospels	of	Matthew,	Luke,	and	John.

•	View	the	entire	SwordWork	Reading	Plan	at	DiscipleLand.com/SwordWork

WorldWatch
Students	participate	in	God’s	kingdom	strategy	for	world	missions.	Through-
out	this	year,	your	children	will	follow	God’s	Son	who	came	to	forgive	the	
whole	 world.	 This	 quarter,	 your	 students	 will	 join	 Jackie	 Pullinger	 as	 she	
ventures	into	the	darkness	of	the	Walled	City,	sharing	the	transforming	life	of	
Jesus	Christ	with	the	drug	addicts,	prostitutes,	and	gangsters	of	Hong	Kong.	
Pages	90-91	in	this	Teacher	Guide	explain	WorldWatch	in	detail.	

HymnNotes 

Children	learn	hymns	that	have	inspired	Christians	for	centuries.	Fascinat-
ing	hymn	stories	and	hymnwriter	biographies	amplify	the	treasured	tunes	
and	 lyrics.	 This	 quarter	 kids	 will	 learn	 “O	 Come,	 All	 Ye	 Faithful”	 and	
“Fairest	Lord	Jesus.”

DeeCyPaul Live!

Kids	follow	the	weekly	adventures	of	Dee,	Cy,	Paul,	Chip,	and	their	
DiscipleLand	friends.	These	engaging	stories	reinforce	each	Bible	lesson	
and	will	help	your	kids	apply	God’s	Word	to	their	lives.
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Students	participate	in	God’s	kingdom	strategy	for	world	missions.	During	grades	1-6,	children	
are	equipped	with	a	Biblical	worldview	and	challenged	to	make	a	difference	on	a	global	level.	

WorldWatch includes three components
1) Missionary Biography—Relive an exciting missionary biography (or 12 missionary vignettes) 
each quarter. Life stories of these missionaries unfold through all twelve lessons. Missionary biogra-
phies appear in the Make	Disciples section of each lesson.

2) Missions Education—Examine one foundational missions education concept each year. 
World-missions principles are integrated into the 24 Core Bible curriculum themes. Children are 
introduced to one missions truth during every lesson (288 in all). Download the complete teacher 
script at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

3) Hidden People—Explore one unreached people group each week at DiscipleZone.com.

This quarter your kids will examine
1) JACKIE PULLINGER (1944—present) 
Boarding	a	boat	in	1966,	young	Jackie	had	no	idea	of	the	destination	God	had	planned.	Her	
journey	of	 faith	brought	her	 to	 the	Walled	City	of	Hong	Kong—a	place	of	 gangs,	 drugs,	
prostitution,	and	poverty.	Starting	with	a	simple	Youth	Club,	Jackie	shared	the	message	of	
Jesus—a	Savior	who	loves	drug	addicts,	forgives	prostitutes,	and	died	for	gangsters.	Pimps	and	
drug	lords	believe.	Gang	members	follow	a	new	leader—Jesus	Christ.	Drug	addicts	are	freed	
from	their	addictions	and	become	missionaries	in	slums	around	the	world!

Share	with	your	students	how	God	powerfully	transforms	even	the	“worst	sinners”	through	
new	life	in	Jesus	Christ.	Take	one	to	two	minutes	during	each	lesson	to	read	brief	narratives	
about	the	life	of	Jackie	Pullinger.

2) MANY MESSENGERS—Accepting the Great Privilege
Almost	everyone	can	recite	John	3:16.	God	often	uses	this	Bible	verse	to	help	someone	place	his	
or	her	trust	in	Jesus.	Few	people	realize	that	this	is	a	great	missions	verse.	God	loved	the	world	
so	much	He	sent	a	Messenger.	Jesus	came	to	tell	us	how	much	God	loves	us.	Jesus	also	sends	us	
to	be	His	messengers.	What	a	great	privilege!

Our	God	is	sovereign.	His	redemptive	work	in	this	world	cannot	be	thwarted.	He	has	no	need	of	
our	help,	yet	He	invites	us	to	take	part	in	His	kingdom,	His	suffering,	His	triumph,	and	His	glory!	
God	calls	us	His	fellow	workers—servants	to	whom	He	assigns	a	task	(1	Corinthians	3:5-9).	As	Jesus’	
messengers,	our	task	is	to	proclaim	Jesus	Christ—the	good	news	of	great	joy	for	all	people.	This	task	
cannot	fail.	All	authority	belongs	to	the	One	who	sends	us,	and	He	promises	to	always	be	with	us!

3) Hidden People—The Balinese
The	Balinese	are	an	agricultural-based	people	living	on	the	island	of	Bali.	Kids	will	encounter	
this	artistic	people	group	and	learn	how	to	pray	for	them	to	hear	God’s	message	of	love	and	
forgiveness.

WorldWatch
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A:	The	Universal	Message:	God	Speaks	Every	Language Cameron	Townsend	(Guatemala)
B:	The	“Heart”	Message:	God’s	Word	Speaks	Every	Language 12	missionary	vignettes
C:	The	O.T.	Message:	Israel	Blesses	All	People Adoniram	&	Ann	Judson	(Burma)
D:	The	N.T.	Message:	The	Church	Blesses	All	People Mary	Slessor	(West	Africa)

A:	God’s	Great	Family:	People	from	Every	Nation William	Carey	(India)
B:	God’s	Great	Job:	Witnesses	to	Every	Nation Gladys	Aylward	(China)
C:	God’s	Great	Worth:	Worship	of	Every	Nation Nate	Saint	family	(Ecuador)
D:	God’s	Great	Passion:	Cultures	of	Every	Nation David	Livingstone	(inland	Africa)

A:	One	Mandate:	Obeying	the	Great	Commission Hudson	Taylor	(China)
B:	Many	Messengers:	Accepting	the	Great	Privilege Jackie	Pullinger	(Hong	Kong)
C:	Many	Methods:	Sharing	the	Great	News John	Stewart	(Americas)
D:	Global	Mission:	Reaping	a	Great	Harvest Mark	Zook	(Papua	New	Guinea)

A:	The	First	Team:	First	Century	Revolution Amy	Carmichael	(India)
B:	The	Dream	Team:	Twenty-first	Century	Revival 12	missionary	martyr	vignettes
C:	The	Local	Team:	Church	Missions	Ministries George	Mueller	(England)
D:	The	Global	Team:	International	Missions	Ministries Loren	Cunningham	(Bahamas)

A:	The	Target:	Reaching	the	Unreached Don	&	Carol	Richardson	(Papua	New	Guinea)
B:	The	Victory:	Celebrating	in	Heaven Nick	&	Lynne	Swanepoel	(Kenya)
C:	The	Pioneers:	Paving	the	Way 12	Church	history	missionary	vignettes
D:	The	Visionaries:	Taking	God	Seriously Floyd	McClung	(Afghanistan,	Netherlands)

A:	World-class	Challenge:	Counting	the	Cost Bruce	Olson	(Colombia)
B:	World-class	Preparation:	Mobilizing	for	Action Jim	&	Elisabeth	Elliot	(Ecuador)
C:	World-class	Opportunities:	Following	Jesus	Everywhere 12	contemporary	vignettes
D:	World-class	Living:	Changing	My	World Jonathan	Goforth	(China)

Missions WorldWatch

Level 1—The Nations  Experience God’s passion for the whole world. 

Level 2—The Message  Explore God’s Book that speaks to the whole world. 

Level 5—The Plan  Embrace God’s strategy to reach the whole world. 

Level 6—The Call  Affirm God’s invitation to transform the whole world. 

Level 3—The Mission  Follow God’s Son who came to forgive the whole world. 

Level 4—The Team  Join God’s ambassadors who serve the whole world. 
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It	is	essential	for	you	to	know	each	child	individually	so	you	can	show	him	or	her	God’s	love.	
The	following	information	and	examples	detail	the	development	of	typical	eight-	to	nine-year-
olds.	Remember	that	this	list	is	generalized	for	third	graders	and	will	not	apply	to	everyone.

Eight- and Nine-Year-Old Students...
•	Often experience rapid physical growth (especially girls).
When Dee was nine she was uncomfortable that she was now taller than her friends, Cy and Paul. 
She was glad her teacher hadn’t pointed it out to the rest of the class.

•	Are beginning to think and learn abstractly.	They	are	able	to	think	logically,	can	perform	
concrete	mental	operations,	and	are	able	to	see	the	world	from	another’s	perspective.

Cy knew that his friend, Paul, liked basketball. When Paul had trouble understanding Jesus’ parable 
about yeast, Cy compared it to how only one basket can win a whole game, and then Paul understood. 

•	Respond well to sincere encouragement.
Paul had decided he’s not good at putting things in the right order. His teacher gave him some extra 
attention with his worksheet and showed him a trick with scratch paper. When Paul got it right, 
he was motivated to try harder next time.

•	Are eager to please the adults in their lives and want adult approval.
Cy did everything his teacher asked and did not clown around during class. He was disappointed 
at the end that his teacher hadn’t even noticed. But just before he left, Cy’s teacher told him he had 
been a great student! Cy was encouraged the rest of the day.

•	Usually prefer noncompetitive activities.
Although Dee enjoys soccer, she dreads Bible drills because she is always afraid her team will come 
in last place. When her teacher stopped awarding points, Dee enjoyed the game much more.

•	Are beginning to place more value on peer relationships. 
The only time Paul gets to see his friend Jose is at church. He was disappointed this week that the 
entire class time was spent on individual activities. He hopes next week they will play a game or 
work in pairs.

Age Level Characteristics—
      Knowing Your Students
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•	Are beginning to form peer cliques.	At	this	age,	girls	usually	have	“best	friends”	and	need	
help	welcoming	outsiders.

Dee noticed Marcy and Laura were spending all their time together. They would stand by them-
selves and whisper and giggle. Dee’s teacher led an activity where Marcy and Laura had to ask Dee 
questions and write down her answers. Now Marcy and Laura talk to Dee, too.

•	Can read and write independently.	Some	students	still	struggle	with	these	skills,	and	all	
of	them	need	practice.

Paul enjoyed writing but did not like to read in front of the class. He was glad his teacher let him 
follow along silently while the teacher read from the Bible. Now he is sure to read each week so he 
can earn the “notch” on his Bible hiking stick for everyone to see.

•	Are enthusiastic about learning when they are actively involved.	They	prefer	to	learn	by	
doing	rather	than	by	listening.	A	rule	of	thumb:	expect	a	child’s	attention	span	to	last	one	
minute	per	year	of	life.		Try	not	to	“lecture”	for	more	than	ten	minutes	at	a	time.

Cy loved one class when the children baked bread. Everyone got a chance to knead and mix the 
dough, and Cy got to sprinkle cheddar cheese on his roll. Now when he thinks of Jesus he smells fresh 
baked bread and he knows Jesus gives him all he needs.

•	Can work independently. When	you	assign	individual	work,	be	available	to	assist	those	
who	struggle	to	focus	on	an	independent	task.	

Dee likes group games and discussion, but she is most happy when she can sit and make something 
on her own. Her teacher always says nice things and helps her when she gets stuck.

•	Can work well in small groups. Most	have	experienced	group	work	regularly	in	school.
Cy loves games where he isn’t singled out. He enjoys helping his friends and knows when to speak 
up. He feels proud when he contributes something that helps his team succeed.

•	Enjoy presentations and skits if given clear, specific guidance and instruction.
When Paul heard his group had to do a skit of Jesus walking on water, he didn’t know how they 
could make it work. When his teacher gave his group a board to be the boat, and showed the group 
how to stand on it and make it look like it was rocking, he was suddenly full of ideas.
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�

Beautiful Attitudes

In the Beatitudes, Jesus taught His followers to 
honor God with their words, actions, and attitudes.

Fill in the blanks below to learn how to be truly 
happy (or blessed).

Meaning
5:3  Humble; depend on God

5:4  Mourning; sorry about sins

5:5  Meek; submissive to God

5:6  Justice; seek righteousness

Opposite Reward
Beautiful Attitudes Toward God — Matthew 5:1-6

Beautiful Attitudes Toward Others — Matthew 5:7-10
5:7  Merciful; compassionate

5:8  Pure heart; honesty

5:9  Peacemaker

5:10  Faithfulness; 
                 persecution

How can these attitudes help your life shine for God?

Seek fun and pleasure

Proud; self-important

The Kingdom of Heaven

Inherit the earth

Selfish; unconcerned

Troublemaker; fighter

Will see God

The Kingdom of Heaven

�

Jesus blesses everyone who lives to honor God. 
What will you do this week to shine for Jesus?

                                                                                               

                                                                                                

Jesus called His disciples the “Salt of the Earth” 
(Matthew 5:13).

How many uses can you think of for salt?

How are Christians like salt?

Salt and Light

Jesus also called His disciples the “Light of the World” 
(Matthew 5:14-16).
Describe what the world would be like without light.

How are Jesus’ followers like light?

How to Use   
Disciple Guides

Each	student	Disciple	Guide	includes	
several	features	that	enhance	learning	
in	the	classroom	and	at	home.	Remove	
the	staple	that	holds	the	pages	together	
to	reveal	the	following	sheets:

One Cover / Parent Sheet
Distribute	the	first	page	to	parents	at	
the	beginning	of	the	quarter.	It	high-
lights	 what	 their	 children	 will	 learn	
and	 includes	 a	 letter	 for	 teachers	 to	
sign	and	personalize	with	a	note.	You	
may	want	to	mail	these	to	each	home.

One Student Intro Sheet
Give	the	second	page	to	each	child	in	
your	class.	It	provides	him	or	her	with	a	
fun	introduction	to	Dee,	Cy,	Paul,	and	
Chip,	explains	DiscipleZone.com,	and	
showcases	the	DiscipleLand	Poster.

Twelve Lesson Sheets
The	remaining	pages	contain	activities	
that	 enhance	 each	 lesson	 (one	 sheet	
per	 lesson).	 Complete	 the	 first	 three	
“pages”	of	 each	 sheet	 together	 in	 the	
classroom.	Send	 it	home	for	children	
to	complete	the	fourth	page	(Disciple-
Zone)	before	the	next	class	period.

One Disciple Poster
The	 middle	 of	 each	 Disciple	 Guide	
holds	a	take-home	poster	for	children.	
It	presents	an	overview	of	the	quarter	
and	 provides	 fun	 activities	 to	 track	
their	progress.

Visit	DiscipleLand.com	
to	order	Disciple	Guides.

Kickoff Activity  Class Hike
Invite	your	kids	and	their	families	to	join	you	on	a	short	hike.	Send	a	
note	home	with	the	children	ahead	of	time	with	the	date	and	time,	di-
rections	to	the	meeting	spot,	and	what	to	bring	along	(such	as	water	and	
sunscreen).	A	nature	center	with	marked	locations	on	a	trail	would	be	
an	ideal	location.	Use	this	time	to	get	to	know	your	children’s	families.	
Let	the	students	practice	their	skills	of	observation,	looking	for	specific	
plants,	animals,	or	geographic	features.	Explain	that	we	want	to	study	
God’s	Word	and	the	life	of	Jesus	in	the	same	way,	carefully	using	our	
skills	of	observation.	

If	 an	 outdoor	 hike	 is	 impractical,	 consider	 organizing	 a	 hike	 in	 and	
around	your	church’s	grounds.	Spark	your	kids’	imaginations	about	the	
wildlife	they	can	“see”	and	other	observations	they	can	make.

Kickoff Activity  JESUS Film Movie Night
Host	a	movie	night	just	before	the	quarter	begins.	Show	the	“The	Story	
of	Jesus	for	Children”	as	the	primary	activity.	Have	props	and	Disciple	
Guides	available	for	children	and	parents	to	check	out.	This	hour-long	
video	 is	 rich	 in	visual	 images	of	 Jesus,	 the	Judean	 landscape,	and	His	
disciples.	The	video	is	geared	to	elementary	age	children	so	it’s	very	ap-
propriate	for	your	class.	Preview	the	entire	film	before	showing	it.	If	your	
church	doesn’t	have	a	copy,	visit	DiscipleLand.com.

Quarter-Long Activity  Hiking Gear
As	 you	 set	 up	 your	 classroom	 to	 teach,	 consider	 using	
the	hiking	 theme	that	Dee,	Cy,	and	Paul	display	 in	 the	
Disciple	 Guide	 illustrations.	 Wear	 hiking	 boots	 to	
class,	or	bring	your	teaching	materials	in	a	backpack.	
If	you	have	some	old-fashioned	canteens	or	mess	kits,	
display	them	in	the	classroom,	along	with	compasses,	
maps,	and	binoculars.	Decorate	the	classroom	walls	
with	posters	of	hikers,	forest	trails,	or	mountain	vistas.	

Invite	the	children	to	bring	or	wear	hiking	gear	to	class.	Create	a	hiking	
costume	box.	Find	secondhand	items	from	thrift	stores,	your	own	closet,	
or	donations	from	students’	homes.	Add	props	such	as	walking	sticks,	
backpacks,	and	whatever	else	you	discover.

Special Ways to Enhance 
            this Quarter
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Author

Occupation

First
Written For

Feature

Theme

Matthew

Tax Collector

Jews

Sermons

Jesus the
King

(Matthew 28:18)

Mark

Missionary

Romans

Miracles

Jesus the
Servant
(Mark 10:45)

Luke

Doctor

Greeks

Parables

Jesus the
Perfect Man

(Luke 19:10)

John

Fisherman

All People

Teachings

Jesus the
Mighty God

(John 20:30-31)

Matthew Mark Luke John
The Four 
Gospels
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Additional Resources 
Used this Quarter
Gospel Comparison Chart
Download	 the	 chart	 of	 the	 four	
Gospels	and	mount	it	on	the	classroom	
wall	or	bulletin	board.	Find	the	chart	
at	 DiscipleLand.com/downloads.	 Refer	
to	 it	 during	 the	 lessons	 as	 you	 teach	
from	the	various	Gospels.

Compass Spinner
For	the	review	lesson	at	 the	end	of	 the	
quarter,	 download	 and	 cut	 out	 the	
compass	spinner	and	pointer.	Go	to	Dis-
cipleLand.com/downloads.	 Attach	 the	
pointer	 to	 the	 center	of	 the	 compass	
with	 a	 brad	 (or	 thumbtack	 if	 the	
compass	is	mounted	on	cardboard)	to	
use	as	a	spinner.

Review Questions
Throughout	 the	 quarter,	 use	 the	
questions	 in	 Lesson	 13	 to	 review	
the	material	with	your	students.	The	
review	questions	 are	 found	on	pages	
86	and	87	in	this	Teacher	Guide.

Year-Long Activity  Timeline of Jesus’ Life
As	 you	 start	 this	 quarter,	mount	 a	 blank	 paper	 timeline	 on	 the	 wall	
inside	or	outside	your	classroom.	The	lessons	of	each	Quarter	in	Level	
3	are	presented	in	chronological	order,	so	as	you	complete	each	lesson,	
record	the	main	events.

Year-Long Activity  Miracles of Jesus
Designate	one	wall	 or	 bulletin	board	 in	 the	 classroom	as	 the	Miracle	
Wall.	Whenever	 the	 children	 learn	 about	 a	miracle,	 ask	 a	 child	 or	 a	
group	of	children	to	draw	(and	label)	what	happened.	Be	sure	to	include	
the	verse	reference	as	well.	Display	the	art	collection	in	the	classroom.

Community Project  Baskets of Love
Are	 there	 elderly,	 disabled,	 or	 needy	 families	 in	 your	 church	 or	
community?	Choose	a	 few	of	 these	people	 in	need	and	create	Baskets	
of	Love	for	each	person/family.	During	the	quarter,	encourage	children	
to	bring	in	donations	for	the	baskets.	Each	week	select	a	different	theme	
for	 donations—canned	 goods,	 candy,	 nonperishable	 drinks,	 health	
products,	 toiletries,	 grocery	 gift	 cards,	 etc.	Create	 a	 schedule	 for	 each	
week’s	theme	and	pass	it	out	during	the	first	week	of	the	quarter.	Decide	
a	 special	 time	 near	 the	 end	 of	 the	 quarter	 to	 assemble	 the	 donations	
together	into	each	designated	basket.	Encourage	children	to	write	notes	
to	include.	(Check	with	parents	before	allowing	the	children	to	sign	their	
last	names.)	Then,	with	parent	volunteers,	personally	deliver	the	Baskets	
of	Love	to	the	people	you	selected.

A Special Note About This Quarter
In	 Level	 3,	 the	Bible	 passages	 presented	 can	 be	 fairly	 long.	Use	 your	
discernment	to	decide	how	much	material	to	cover	with	your	children	
in	each	lesson.
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Additional	Activities
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 Additional 

Activities

1. Shine!
Popcorn (10 minutes)
This object lesson illustrates how Jesus wanted His disciples to 

make a difference in the world. Supplies: unsalted popcorn, 

salt, bowls or cups, and napkins

Use this illustration to describe how God wanted His disciples 

to make a difference in their world. Either bring unsalted 

popcorn to class or make it with an air popper. Pass it around 

the room and let every child try a little. Ask for reactions to 

the taste. Now salt the popcorn, or bring another batch that is 

already salted. Let children try it. Explain that God wants us 

to be like salt, to add flavor to a bland world.

Living God’s Word  (10-20 minutes)

This discussion activity personalizes the eight traits from the 

Beatitudes. Supplies:  poster board or newsprint with one 

Beatitude theme heading per page (humility, mourning, 

meekness/lowliness, justice/goodness, kindness/mercy, pure 

hearts, peace, and faithfulness), markers

Put the posters around the room on the floor or walls. Divide 

your kids into eight groups and assign each group one of the 

posters. Let the children quietly discuss the Beatitude and any 

ideas or examples they want to record for that topic. Fill the 

poster with drawings, poems, thoughts, etc. that illustrate the 

assigned Beatitude.

Display the posters around the room so everyone can see them 

clearly. Review the ideas and examples as a group. Some of 

your discussion questions should include: Which example 

on this page is your favorite and why? How easy/hard is it 

to follow this trait in your daily life? If you could ask Jesus a 

question about this Beatitude, what would you ask? If you had 

to pick four of these traits as most important in your life, what 

would they be and why? 

We’re going to end this activity with quiet reflection 

moment. Pick one Beatitude we’ve studied today. Think 

carefully about how you can apply it to your life. In your 

quiet time, pray to God for help. Give children time to reflect 

and say silent prayers.

Salt Challenge (15 minutes)

This game excites children’s imaginations about the power of salt. 

Supplies: pieces of paper and pencils

Divide students into groups of three-to-four students each. Give 

each group a piece of paper and a pencil. Invite students to race 

to see which group can list the most uses for salt. Set a time limit 

for the game. Offer a small reward to the winning team.

Shine!  (10-20 minutes)

This musical activity highlights ways that children can shine for 

God. Supplies:  CD and lyrics for “Shine” (by the Newsboys) 

or “Light of the World”  (from Godspell)

Play the song for the children once or twice. Ask them to listen 

carefully for how the song tells us about ways we can shine our 

light in the world. Pass out the printed lyrics for reference. 

Identify the specific examples in the song that came from 

Matthew 5. Have groups work together to create their own 

poem or song telling about ways they can shine for God.

2. God’s Kingdom
A Circle of Friends  (10 minutes)

This prayer activity allows children to share their worries and 

pray together for each other. Supplies: circles of paper for every 

student in the class, pencils

As children enter the room today, give them one circle paper 

and a pencil. In order to avoid repeating the direction for every 

child, write this instruction on the board, “On your circle 

paper, write down at least one thing you are very worried about 

right now.” Refer the children to the board as they sit down 

and begin the activity. If a child says he or she is not worried 

about anything, quietly tell him, I’m so happy to hear you are 

trusting God with your fears right now! Why don’t you write 

down something you think someone else in your family 

might be worried about this week? When all the children have 

arrived and completed their circles, have them place the papers 

facedown in the center of the floor. Stand around the papers, 

forming a circle and holding hands. Explain that we all have 

worries, or fears, in our lives. But, God is always ready to help 

us if we believe and trust in Him. Read Matthew 6:31-34. Let’s 

take a minute to pray for all these worries today. Just pray 

quietly in your heart about your own fears and ask God to 

help your friends with their worries as well. Close the prayer 

by thanking God that we can always trust Him to take care of 

us and for always giving us everything we need.

Level 3, Quarter B
Amazing Words

�

Certificate of Completion
Awarded to

                                                                                                       
         on                                                                          Month                Day                    Year

for faithfully completing

presented by                                                         Signature

AmazingWords

Certificates

Level 3, Quarter B, Lesson 9—The Christ—Essential Supply Cards
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Activity	Templates

Teacher	Notecards

©2007,
©2007,

Big Idea: Jesus blesses everyone who lives to honor God.
Matthew 5  [outline form]Intro: Jesus taught about attitudes and actions that please God.Ask: Why does God value how we think and what we do?

1. On a mountainside, Jesus taught about four principles for relating well with God (picture 3B.1). We call these principles “Beatitudes.”  •The poor in spirit will receive the kingdom of heaven . . . . . . . . .  Matthew 5:3 •Mourners will be comforted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5:4 •The meek will rule the earth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5:5 •Those who seek righteousness will find it . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5:62. Jesus then named four principles for relating well to other people. •The merciful will be shown mercy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:7 •The pure in heart will see God  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5:8 •Peacemakers will be called sons of God  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5:9 •The persecuted will receive the kingdom of heaven . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5:10

Level 3B—Amazing Words Lesson 1: Shine

Big Idea: Jesus blesses everyone who lives to honor God.
Matthew 5  [narrative form]Intro: Jesus taught about attitudes and actions that please God.Ask: Why does God value how we think and what we do?One day Jesus talked with people on a mountainside for a long time, telling them the best ways to live (picture 3B.1). One thing Jesus talked about is something we call the Beatitudes—beautiful attitudes. These Beatitudes are God’s way of giving us the answer key to true happiness and eternal life with Him! And, He expects us to use this answer key every day!

Read Matthew 5:1-10. The Beatitudes are beautiful attitudes or actions that God expects us to have and do. They are also a way for us to be truly happy. Jesus said that God gives great rewards to people who show these “beautiful attitudes.” The first four Beatitudes could fit under a category called “How to be happy in our relationship with God.” The last four could be in a category titled “How to have happy friendships with others.” The kind of happiness Jesus talked about is called blessing, or joy. It means that deep down inside you are happy about life, no matter 

Level 3B—Amazing Words Lesson 1: Shine

3. Jesus described His disciples’ role in the world (picture 3B.2). •We are the salt of the earth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5:13 •We are a light to the world . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5:14 •We shine so that people will see and praise God  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5:164. Jesus spoke about the fulfillment of the Law. •Jesus came to fulfill the Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5:17 •The Law is still God’s standard of righteousness  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5:20 •God requires perfection to enter the kingdom of heaven  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5:48 •Jesus was perfect for all of us . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hebrews 10:14

Conclusion: Jesus’ amazing words are full of truth about the best way to live. Think about ways you can honor God with your attitudes and actions.

what is happening to you right now. That’s different from being happy during your birthday or because you won a game. Jesus’ true happiness stays inside you.
Read verses 13-16 (picture 3B.2). Why do we use salt? (Food, heal sores, melt ice, pre-servative, ocean life, etc.) Why do we need light? (To see, to brighten up something, to help show something, for life, etc.) Ask your kids to think of ways Jesus wants them to be like salt or light. Record their answers on the board. What is the most important thing Jesus wants us to remember from these ideas about salt and light?Read verses 17-48. Next, just to make sure Jesus’ disciples really understood, He gave examples of behaviors that come from a pure heart, and not from a desire to keep the rules only while people watch. Using examples from the Ten Command-ments and other Jewish laws, Jesus showed that keeping the law isn’t enough. God actually wants us to be perfect! Is this really possible? Jesus wanted people to understand they could never measure up to God’s standards without help.

Jesus said that He would bless everyone who lives to honor God. Following the Beatitudes and Jesus’ other amazing words will help us honor God. Those beautiful attitudes will also help us be salt and light to the world, and the world will praise Him! Think about ways you can honor God with your attitudes and actions.2
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Matthew 5:16 (NIV)

Matthew 6:33 (NIV)

Luke 6:31 (NIV)
Luke 7:50 (NIV)
Matthew 12:30 (NIV)

Luke 8:25 (NIV)
Matthew 15:18 (NIV)

Matthew 16:24 (NIV)

Matthew 17:5 (NIV)

Matthew 18:4 (NIV)

Matthew 18:4 (NIV)

“Therefore, whoever humbles himself like 

this child is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven.”

Matthew 5:16 (NIV)

“In the same way, let your light shine before 

men, that they may see your good deeds 

and praise your Father in heaven.”

Matthew 6:33 (NIV)

“But seek first his kingdom and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be 

given to you as well.”

Luke 6:31 (NIV)

“Do to others as you would have them do 

to you.”

Luke 7:50 (NIV)

Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has 

saved you; go in peace.”

Matthew 12:30 (NIV)

“He who is not with me is against me, and 

he who does not gather with me scatters.”

Luke 8:25 (NIV)

“Where is your faith?” he asked his disciples.       

In fear and amazement they asked one another, 

“Who is this? He commands even the winds 

and the water, and they obey him.”

Matthew 15:18 (NIV)

“But the things that come out of the mouth 

come from the heart, and these make a man 

‘unclean.’”

Matthew 16:24 (NIV)

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone 

would come after me, he must deny himself 

and take up his cross and follow me.”

Matthew 17:5 (NIV)

While he was still speaking, a bright cloud 

enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud 

said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 

him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”

KeyVerse	Cards
(five	different	Bible	translations)

Go	to	DiscipleLand.com/downloads	to	find	useful	and	engaging	downloads	
to	enhance	your	DiscipleLand	lessons!	These	resources	and	many	others	
are	free	to	reproduce	if	you	have	purchased	a	copy	of	this	Teacher	Guide.

DownloadsFree
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•	Remember	 that	 Jesus	 welcomes	
children	to	come	to	Him		 	
(Matthew	19:14).

•	Pray	before	sharing	to	prepare	your	
own	heart	and	sensitivity.

•	Discern	 each	 child’s	 spiritual	
condition:	Ready	to	respond?	Strug-
gling	to	understand?	Resistant?

•	Open	the	Bible	and	use	it	to	clearly	
share	the	Gospel.	Focus	on	trusting	
Christ	 (rather	 than	 simply	 praying	
or	 inviting	Him	into	 their	physical	
heart	or	saying	the	right	words).

•	Encourage	a	child	to	express	his	or	
her	 faith	 (trust)	 in	 Jesus	 through	
prayer.

•	Use	 visuals,	 such	 as	 a	 bridge	 illus-
tration,	 a	 wordless	 book,	 Gospel	
bracelet,	or	diagrams	to	help	commu-
nicate	difficult	words	and	concepts	to	
children.

•	After	a	child	responds	to	God’s	offer	
of	forgiveness,	encourage	public	pro-
fession	of	faith	in	Christ	to	friends,	
family,	and	others.

•	Deal	 with	 children	 individually.	
This	 helps	 to	 clarify	 their	 motives	
and	 know	 they	 are	 trusting	Christ	
rather	than	imitating	their	friends.

•	Go	through	the	Gospel	presentation	
twice.	Explain	the	Good	News	the	
first	 time.	Then,	 review	the	Gospel	
and	offer	an	opportunity	to	respond	
the	second	time.

•	Don’t	manipulate	a	child	to	simply	
do	what	you	want.	Discern	the	heart	
attitude	and	present	the	Gospel	
to	those	you	consider	ready	
to	trust	Christ.

Good News for Kids!
God made you and loves you.
	 God	is	powerful.	He	created	everything—including	you.			
	 	 (See	Genesis	1:1;	Romans	1:20.)
	 God	is	personal.	He	loves	you	and	wants	to	be	your	Friend.	
	 	 (See	John	3:16;	Romans	8:38-39.)

God knows everything about you.
	 Every	person	sins	against	God.	
	 	 (See	Daniel	9:4-5;	Romans	3:23.)
	 Every	person	will	pay	for	sin—including	you.	
	 	 (See	Romans	5:12;	6:23a.)

Jesus died to forgive your sins.
	 Jesus	left	heaven	and	lived	a	sinless	life	on	earth.	
	 	 (See	Matthew	1:21;	John	10:10;	1	Peter	2:22.)
	 Jesus	took	the	punishment	you	deserved.	
	 	 (See	1	Peter	2:24;	Romans	5:8.)

Jesus rose to give you new life!
	 You	can	trust	Jesus	and	become	God’s	child.	
	 	 (See	John	1:12,	14:6.)
	 You	can	trust	Jesus	and	receive	new	life.	
	 	 (See	John	5:24;	2	Corinthians	5:17.)

Are you ready to trust Jesus as your Savior?
	 If	you	believe	that	Jesus	died	for	your	sins,	express	your	
	 faith	and	begin	your	new	friendship	by	praying—
	 talking	with	God.
	 •	Admit	that	you	have	sinned	and	need	forgiveness.
	 •	Thank	God	for	sending	Jesus	to	die	on	the	cross	to		 	
	 	 forgive	your	sins.
	 •	Tell	God	that	you	trust	Jesus	as	your	personal	Savior	
	 	 and	you	choose	to	follow	Him.
	 •	Ask	God	to	make	you	the	kind	of	person	He	wants		 	
	 	 you	to	be.

Trust  God to empower you.
	 Jesus	lives	forever	inside	you.	
	 	 (See	Galatians	2:20;	John	10:28,	15:5.)
	 The	Holy	Spirit	will	always	guide	you.	
	 	 (See	John	16:13;	Acts	1:8.)

Tips for Sharing Christ
 with Children

© 2019 DiscipleLand. Permission to reproduce for class use only.
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3B • Lesson 1

Shine!
 Jesus blesses everyone who lives to  

 honor God. Jesus taught a crowd of  

 people about Beatitudes—actions  

 and attitudes that please God. His  

 words amazed the crowd.

•	 Why are the poor in spirit blessed?

•	 Why are the pure in heart blessed?

•	 What should we show to cause 

people to praise God?

•	 How should we treat our enemies?

Bible-times people used 

salt to preserve food—they 

had no refrigeration!
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